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THE SCALA COELI AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 
By L. E. TANNER, M.V.O., F.S.A. 


In the Life of Edward the Confessor written by Ailred, 
Abbot of Rievaulx, it is related that St. Peter appeared to 
a hermit and ordered him to tell King Edward to repair the 
Church at Westminster which long ago he had consecrated 
with his own hands. Should he do so St. Peter promised that 
“that place shall be none other but the House of God and 
the gate of heaven: there shall be set up the ladder by which 
angels descending and ascending shall bring grace down to 
men and prayers up to God.’ This passage was embodied 
by Prior John Flete (d. 1465) in his History of Westminster 
Abbey. The earliest MS. of this history is a fragment now 
in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. In the margin 
against this story an early 16th century hand has written 
“St. Peter prophesied that in the Monastery of Westminster 
the ladder of heaven (scala coeli) should be set up: which 
has even now come to pass.’”! 

The Scala Coeli at Rome, up which pilgrims go on their 
knees saying a prayer at each step, is well known,? but the 
teference to a similar staircase at Westminster was for many 
years a complete puzzle, although there was known to be a 
cryptic entry in the Churchwardens Accounts for St. 
Margaret’s, Westminster, in 1519, of a small payment “to 
the Keper of the Scala Celi in the Abby.’’ ‘There appeared 
to be no references among the Abbey Muniments which threw 
any light on the subject. 

It was the late Mr. J. T. Micklethwaite, F.S.A., who solved 
the mystery. He drew attention to a Bull of Pope Julius II 
dated 1504 by which the same Indulgence was granted to 
those visiting the King’s new Chapel at Westminster (Henry 
VII's Chapel), that the Papal Fathers had been accustomed 
to grant to those who visited the Church of the Scala Coeli at 
Rome.’ The Scala Coeli at Westminster, therefore, must be 

(t) Flete’s History of Westminster Abbey (ed. J. Armitage 
en), p-45, n. 

(2) e.g., Walter Dodman of Mayfield in his Will (1449) left directions 
that a aclast was to go to Rome and “‘ syng xxx Masses at Scala Celi 
and elsewhere Sussex Record Society, xliii, p.2 

(3) Smith. Catalogue of Westminster (C ity) Records, p.242 
(Addenda and Corrigenda). Neale & Brayley, Westminster A bbey, i, p.16 
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the steps leading up to Henry VII’s Chapel. The position is 
still further clarified by some entries in contemporary wills to 
which my attention has been drawn. 

In 1518 William Bedell, Treasurer and Receiver General to 
the Lady Margaret, the Mother of Henry VII, desired in his 
will “‘to be buried at the lower ende in my ladies Chapell at 
Westm’ called Scala Celi ’’ and in the same will he desired an 
‘honest preest ’’ to sing in the chapel for his and his friends’ 
souls.4 

In 1522 Edward Lewkenour desires ‘‘ that incontynent 
after my decesse, wtout delay as shortly as it may be 
convenyent . . . myn executours . . doo cause thre trentals 
of masses to be saide for my soule, and my frendis, in the 
Chapell of Scala Celi in thabbey of Westmynstour, where the 
famous and excellent Princesse Margaret Countesse of 
Richmond and Derby, Mother to the redoubted Kyng Henry 
the VIIth is buried.’’5 

In 1533 John Levett states “I wille that Sir Edward of 
Newycke have ten pounds to singe oon hole yere at 
Westmynster at Scala Celi for my soule, my twoo wifes soules 
and all Xten soules.’’6 

The only point which is still doubtful is whether these 
entries refer to the main Chapel of Henry VII (which is 
dedicated to Our Lady) or, as I am inclined to think, to the 
Chapel in the S. Aisle where the Lady Margaret lies buried. 

(4) P.C.C. & Aylofie (Will drawn up 4 Sept. 1513; proved 11 July, 
1518). 

Sussex Record Society, Vol. xliii, Transcripts of Sussex Wills, 
9.58. 

’ 6) Ibid., p.o. I owe these last two references to Miss Mary 
Holgate, I°.S.A. 





SUSSEX ENTRIES IN LONDON PARISH REGISTERS. 
BY W. H. CHALLEN. 
(continued from p. 139, vol. vit) 

By courtesy of the Vicar, I have been kindly permitted to 
extract the following specific references to Sussex from the 
Marriage Register of St. Giles, Camberwell. 

St. GILES, CAMBERWELL : 1558-1837.! 
1673—Feb. 5. Robert Parker of Willingdon, Sussex, 
Esq. & Mrs. Sarah Chute dau. to George Chute of the 
county of Surrey, Esq. 


(1) Under date 21 Mch. 1750 is recorded the burial of “ Christopher 
Mills, dyed 6 May 1742 but kept so long unburied by his own order 
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1740—June 6. Mr. Henry Troughton of St. John 
Zacary, London, & Mrs. Ann Brereton of Chilgrove 
in parish of West Dean, Sussex, (lic.). 

1760—May 15. Leonard Twells of Thakeham, Sussex, 
bach., & Mary Torriano of this parish, spin., by 
C. Torriano, Rector of Chingford, Essex, (lic.). A 
witn : Eleanor Torriano). 

1792—June 5. Thomas Hicks of Brighthelmstone, 
Sussex, bach. & Mary Minchin of this parish, spin., 
(lic.). 

1807—Dec. 15. William Kent (marks) of Climping, bach. 
& Mary Palmer (marks) of this parish, wid., (lic.). 

1809g—Apr. 20. Tristram Whitter of Broadwater, Sussex, 
bach. & Sarah Curteis of this parish, spin. (lic.). 
(Witn : William Curteis, William Curteis junr., Mary 
Ann Curteis, & Infield Curteis). 

1820—Apr. 12. Joseph Jeffery of Cuckfield, Sussex, 
bach., & Elizabeth Bacon of this parish, spin., (lic.). 
(Witn: John Bacon, Ann Bacon). 

1822—Feb. 5. Thomas Major Esq. of Watlington, 
Sussex, bach. & Sarah Beates of this parish, wid., (lic.). 


1828—Feb. 18. Daniel Manthorp Folkard of 
Brighthelmstone, Sussex, widr. & Sarah Ridley of this 
parish, spin., (lic.). (Witn: Joseph Ridley, Emma 


Ridley, Caroline Ridley). 
1830—Feb. 25. Thomas Beale of this parish, bach. & 
Frances Katherine Emery of Parham, Sussex, spin., 


(lic.). 





HISTORY FROM A MUNIMENT ROOM. 
By THE REV. W. BUDGEN, F-.S.A. 

In a local Muniment Room such as that of our Society, 
although there are records of many different kinds and of all 
historical periods, a large proportion will always consist of 
deeds relating to the transfer of property covering a period, 
say, from the time of Queen Elizabeth down to about 1830. 
This is the class of documents about which there is the 
mistaken idea that they must be uninteresting and of little 
value for historical purposes. Useless they may be from a 
legal aspect in the solicitor’s office—and they are sometimes 
so marked when they come to us—but they cease to be useless 
when they reach our hands. A précis, or short abstract, of 
each document is made and these abstracts are arranged 
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chronologically in what is called a Calendar, and there the 
student of local history can trace the devolution of a property 
and the succession of owners, with all the little points of 
interest that arise, without wading through the intricacies of 
the original deeds. 

Of course, in the ordinary way the use made of these 
records is purely practical, but if any one is so inclined, 
there is often room for sentiment. For example, I have in 
mind the case of a Will which gave to the testator’s daughter 
a substantial legacy provided she did not marry a certain 
person named, and if she did marry him, then she was only 
to have a nominal sum instead of the full legacy. Subsequent 
documents in the collection show that the lady preferred herman 
to the money, and the prohibited alliance actually took place 

3ut it is history in its broadest sense that we look for, 
and this we may find mainly under two heads (1) Genealogical: 
from the names of the persons mentioned in the deeds and 
their relation one to another, and (2) Topographical: from 
the description of the property conveyed and its situation 
and the place-names involved in the bounds thereof. 

Take, for example, a deed dated 1632 concerning lands 
belonging to the family of Hide of Sompting. Here we have 
a genealogy of three generations ready made, as follows: 

‘““ Which premises descended to the said John Hide as son 
and heir of Edward Hide his father, who was son and heir of 
William Hide, grandfather of the said John.” These details 
may not mean much to a stranger, but to any one belonging 
to the family they would surely be of considerable interest. 
Or take another deed of later date, a Lease of 1778 relating 
to land in Midhurst. The lessor, Mary Churcher, is described 
as ‘‘ widow of John Churcher of Midhurst, gentleman, which 
John was only brother and heir of Elizabeth Osborne deceased, 
late wife of the Rev. John Osborne of Newtimber, also 
deceased, theretofore Elizabeth Dixon, widow, and before 
her marriage Elizabeth Osborne.” These examples are taken 
haphazard and might be multiplied indefinitely. 

To illustrate the value to the local historian in both aspects 
we may tefer to a very ordinary little deed dated in 1686, 
concerning property in Storrington belonging to the family 
of Haines. This deed contains not only 15 personal names, 
comprising the parties to the deed, the owners of adjoining 
lands and the witnesses, but also important topographical 
details. To mention only a few: we see that part of the 
property concerned is called ‘‘ Roundabouts ”’ and is part o! 
the Manor of Wantley ; there is also a messuage and croit 
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of land at Eastwrith in Sullington called Seaman's Croft. 
Then, among the bounds we get the names, Eastwrith Hill, 
the highway from Oldfield Common to Lastbridge and the 
highway from Greenhurst to Eastbridge, and so on. 

But these matters of local history do not exhaust the interest 
of the document ; it also touches upon matters of National 
history in a reference to an Act of Parliament. This Act, called 
the Statute of Uses, was passed in 1535 in the reign of Henry 
VIII, partly to promote the publicity of the ownership of 
lands, but the lawyers of those days found that it gave 
an opportunity for the introduction of a method of 
conveying land which avoided the necessity of publicly 
going on the premises and handing over formal possession 
to the new owner by the delivery of a turf or twig growing 
on the land; and so by the operation of this Statute they 
achieved a result exactly contrary to the intention of the 
Statute. The document we are considering is a Bargain and 
Sale, or Lease, for one year, which by the effect of the Statute 
gave the purchaser possession of the lands. Another deed 
was executed at the same time, but dated the next day, by 
which the vendor released to the purchaser any further 
interest he had in the premises. ‘These two deeds, the Lease 
and the Release constituted a complete conveyance of the 
lands, and it is surely an interesting historical fact that this 
mode of conveying property, invented as the result of an Act 
of Parliament passed for an entirely different purpose, should 
have continued as a common method of conveyance for 300 
years, down to about 1841. 

And now, having spoken of modern deeds and, I hope, 
shown that these, which are supposed to be of little interest, 
have a useful place as records of local history, and that even 
points of national history are not to be despised, let us turn 
to a class of much earlier documents commonly spoken of as 
Charters, also dealing with the transfer of land. ‘These, every 
one will admit, have an interest, if only for their antiquity. 
They are in fact museum pieces, for let us remember that a 
document of this class is not one of many of the same sort, 
like a coin, for instance, of which there may be many examples 
in existence. Where the document is ‘“‘ indented ’’ there will 
have been two copies made, but in most cases the document 
is unique ; there is not and never has been more than this 
one specimen. 

These Charters are usually short and they are commonly 
uot dated until the early part of the reign of Edward I, say 
about 1290. But fortunately for the student, they generally 
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have a good list of witnesses, often of important people living 
in the neighbourhood, and it is by comparing references to 
these names in other records that one can arrive at an 
approximate date for the charter. Referring to some charters 
relating to Chalvington which had recently come into the 
Society’s possession, attention may be called to one in the 
name of Walter de Hertefelde which can be dated from the 
witnesses at about the year 1200. The witnesses are of interest, 
as, like the grantor who took his name from Hartfield, they 
mostly bear territorial names; among them are Richard 
de Exetes who haled from the little downland village of 
Excete, now defunct and included in Westdean, near 
Eastbourne, and Robert de Holewych, who evidently derived 
from the place in Hartfield known to-day as Holywych Farm ; 
another was Roger de Haleia, whose place of abode may be 
recognized in the present-day Hale Court Farm in Withyham, 
the next parish to Hartfield, while still another witness, 
Serlo de Bolebroc, was called after the place of that name 
which at a later date became one of the residences of the 
Sackville family. And now, after the lapse of over 700 years, 
these places can still be identified. 

A charter of 1311 relating to lands in Westfirle enables 
reference to be made to some little points of what one may 
call social history that occur in these documents both early 
and late. And, first, some unusual terms applied to pieces 
of land apart from their actual measurement. In a Henfield 
deed of 1788 we have ‘‘ One Holland of land.’’ In a Bosham 
deed of 1780 land is described as containing ‘‘ 3 acres and 
3 stitches.’ A Felpham deed mentions ‘“‘ one punch and 
half a punch.” And lastly we have the ‘‘ paul ”’ of land which 
has been considered as the monopoly of Brighton. Our deeds 
show that this was a superficial measure of half a rood, eight 
pauls making one acre, tenantry measure. But we now find 
that Brighton is not alone in the use of the term, and in a 
Henfield deed of 1626 the “ pawle’”’ appears as a measure 
of length, a meadow being described as containing “in 
breadth 4} pawles of 8 ft. to the pawle and in length 40 pawles 
of the same measure ’’ ; while in another piece of land described 
in the same deed the pawle is said to contain 7} ft. And now 
in this charter of 1311 land is described (in Latin) as containing 
in length six “ palli.”’ It is worth noting that the New English 
Dictionary has no reference to “ pall’ or “‘ paul’”’ as applied 
to land, so it appears that our deeds reveal points of histor) 
which have failed to come to the knowledge of the compilers 
of this great and comprehensive dictionary. 
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There is another interesting point in this Charter of 1311- 
The land conveyed is said to contain “in length next the 
way leading from Grissensmenstre on the West to 
Charlockestone on the East, 6 palls.’”” Now we know that 
Charlston is just to the East of Firle Park, but what are we 
to say about ‘‘ Grissensmenstre’’’? I think there can be no 
doubt that it refers to Firle Church. This Church belonged 
to Wilmington Priory as a cell of the Norman Abbey of 
Grestain, and it is evident from this document that the 
popular name for the Church 600 years ago was “ Grissens 
Minster.”’ 

When we reach the time when signatures were beginning 
to be put upon deeds as well as seals, we come across interesting 
surprises. For example, on a little grant of the Manor of 
Westdean dated in 1488 we have the signature ‘‘ Oxenford,”’ 
being that of John de Veer, Earl of Oxford, a prominent 
Lancastrian, son of John de Veer, the 12th Earl, who with 
his son, Aubrey de Veer, was executed in 1462. The Earl 
who signed this deed was himself attainted, but later was 
restored to his Earldom and estates. Another signature is 
that of John Dudley, afterwards Earl of Warwick and Duke 
of Northumberland, the eldest son of Edmund Dudley, the 
well-known minister of Henry VII, is attached to a deed 
concerning the Manor of Hamsey, near Lewes. He was 
executed for treason in 1553. Of course there are also 
signatures of many members of well-known Sussex families. 

Although English began to take the place of Latin in 
deeds in the 16th century, there were some records, especially 
those coming from the Courts, that continued to be written 
in Latin until a very much later period and even down to 
modern times. Some of these documents are to be found in 
any general collection of title deeds, so I must make mention 
of them. They are known as Fines and Recoveries, names 
that are probably familiar to many. They are not really 
deeds although they were used in connection with the transfer 
of land. 

(rt) A Fine is so called because it is the end of a Law Suit 
either real or fictitious. Most of the Fines that we are 
concerned with do not represent real disputes, but are part 
of an ingenious method of transferring land without going on 
the land and handing it over formally ; it also was a means 
of barring widow’s dower. The method in the simple case 
of a sale was for the purchaser to commence an action against 
the vendor and his wife requiring fulfilment of the contract 
for sale. The parties then settled the suit by this Final 
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Agreement, whereby the Vendor acknowledged that the lands 
in question were the right of the purchaser which he had by 
his (the vendor’s) gift. The document recording this 
Agreement was written in triplicate on one piece of parchment. 
Two parts, which were written head to head, were cut apart 
by a wavy line or indenting and were handed to the parties ; 
the part on the righthand side was called the Foot of the 
Fine and was similarly cut with an indented line and was 
filed among the Court archives. 

It is surprising that this method of transferring land by a 
fictitious law suit was practised for nearly 700 years, from 
at least the time of Ricd. I down to 1833 when the method 
was abolished and a simple deed substituted. Those who are 
acquainted with Mr. Salzman’s volumes of Sussex Fines 
published by the Sussex Record Society will know that we 
have there Sussex Fines as early as Richd. I’s reign. 

A Common Recovery was a more complicated matter. 
Again taking it in its simplest form on a Sale of property, the 
Purchaser would commence an action for the recovery of the 
land to which he said the Vendor had no right of entry except 
after a wrongful seizure of the land by a purely fictitious 
person, usually called Hugh Hunt. ‘The case comes into 
Court for trial and is defended by the vendor, who calls (or 
vouches) a real but mere dummy person who warrants (01 
guarantees) to defend the lands. He thus takes the place 
of the original vendor and for the moment becomes the 
defendant in the suit. The plaintiff, 7.c., the purchaser, and 
this dummy defendant then ask permission of the Court to 
discuss the matter together ; they go out of Court and the 
plaintiff comes back again, but the dummy defendant ‘‘ though 
solemnly called ’’ does not appear but goes away in contempt 
of Court. In result the plaintiff gets judgment for the land 
by order of the Court, and actually the Sheriff of the county 
is brought in to complete the business. 

This method of transferring lands achieved certain objects 
that need not trouble us. It was abolished by the same Act 
of Parliament that put an end to Fines in 1833. 

The document that was issued from the Court to the 
purchaser and formed part of his title to the lands was an 
Exemplification, or record, of the proceedings in Court. 
These documents are interesting in many ways, but they are 
written in Latin in a script called Court Hand with many 
contractions and they are not easy to read. ‘They are nicely 
produced, the extent of the decoration probably depending 
upon the length of the purse of the recipient. 
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In the time of Charles II and later the Exemplification 
often had a portrait of the reigning Sovereign at one corner, 
but the associated decorations were no longer handwork like 
those of an earlier period, but were printed. 

[The substance of the above paper, tllustrated by lantern 
slides, was given at the Annual Meeting of the Society on 
March 22nd, 1939. | 





SUSSEX CLERGY IN EXETER DIOCESAN 
REGISTERS. 
Communicated by THE REV. A. C. CROOKSHANK. 
Bp. Brantingham. 1370-1394. 


De Calceto John Pellowe ordained 
p.832 sub-deacon ad. tit. Prioris 
et Conv. de Calceto (at 
Chudleigh) 21 Sept. 1381 
Racton R. William Wvychere exchanged 
p.86 with 
Henry Portjoye V of 
Holcombe Rogus 21 Feb. 1383-4 
W.Itchenor R. Sir Roger Primer exchanged 
p.84 with 
Sir William Mewy, Sacristan 
of Bosham 16 June 1383 
Chidham V. Sir William Mogge (death) 
p.93 Sir Peter Carsfeld presd by 


Bp. of Exeter. Letter of 
Presentation, London, dated 26 Oct. 1385 
Sir P.C. exchanges with 


p.I01 Sir Roger Primer. Mandate 
p.178 for induction 23 Jan. 1387-8 


Winchelsea R. Sir Patrick atte Wode 
St. Thomas the exchanges with 


Martyr Sir Ralph Rerysby (Lezant) 11 Dec. 1385 
P.94 
Selham. Will. Smythe. Exon. Dioc. 
p.871 Ordained subdeacon ‘“ ad 
tit ecclesie sue de Sulham ”’ 
(at Chudleigh) 23 Sept. 1391 
East Grinstead V. Sir William Cornewaille 
p.121 exchanged with 


Sir Thomas Ferrynge. 
Egloshayle V. Former 
collated to Egloshayle 14 June 1392 
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Almodington R. 
p.127 


Sutton R. 


p.219 


Ichlesham R. 
p.199 


Warbleton R. 
p.14d 


p.404 


Chapel of Legh R. 


alias le Mote. 
p.2¢ 8 


Rotherfield R. 
p.216 


Funtington. 

Perm V. 
p.31 

West Dean V. 
p.149 
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Sir William Wyndesore 
exchanged with 

Sir William Pencors. Roche 
R. Former collated under 
commission dated 

Bp. Stafford. 1395-1419. 


“ R. of Sutton-juxta-Bygenhurne.”’ 
John Hullyng exchanged with 


20 Apr. 1393 


John Gordray V of West 

Alvington 2 Feb. 1395-6 
William Wright exchanged 

with 5 Oct. 1400 


William Hopkyn, Chaplain, 
V. of St. Cleer 
Richard Hals exchanged with 
William Langeton, Can. and 
Preb. of Apuldram 20 Nov. 1400 
N.B.—Hals resigned the Preb. Nov. 25 and 
Langeton was again collated. 
Langeton in his will (ob. 5 Feb. 1413-14) 
left a set of vestments for priest only, to 
cost 40/-, to Churches of Warbleton, 
Bosham, and Wisborough; and 20/- to 
poor, each of Warbleton, Wisborough 
Apuldram and Westbrook. 
William de Humberston 
exchanged with 
John Isaak, R. of Shobrooke 
22 Jan. 1400-01 
John Schillyng ford exchanged 
with 
John Cheyne, R. of Ugborough 
13 May 1405 


John Cheyne died Jan. 1406-7 


William Maundevyll, warrant 
for arrest. (Late Vicar) 11 Feb. 1398-9 


Nicholas Pycot exchanged 
with 
John Leyman, Sacristan of 
Bosham 
ry - = 
Bp.jLacy. 1420-1441. 


20 May 1419 
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Bourne V. Master Richard Schelyngtone, 
(Westbourne) V. of Bourne. 
p.155 Directed to induct Sir 
Thomas Halle to a Preb. at 
Bosham. 8 June 1433 
Ardingly R. Letter to Bp. of Chichester 
p.620 to expedite exchange 


between Baldwyn Haukyn, 
R. of Erdinglegh and Sir 
John Smyth, R. of Dolton 
11 Mar. 1434-5 





A SUSSEX YEOMAN FAMILY AS GLASSMAKERS. 
By G. M. KENYON. 

In the review of the Sussex Record Society, Vol. xliii, 
which appeared in S.N.Q. vii, p.159, was an extract from 
the will of Henry Strudwick of Idehurst, Kirdford, in 1557. 
He leaves to his sons ‘‘ the profyt of my Glasse Howse, with 
all the beches that I have bought, and half the beches in and 
uppon Idehurst and Croftes.’’ The sons Robert and William 
are directed to share the ‘‘ ovyns, irons and other thinges 
necessarye to the said Glasse Howse belonginge.”’ 

Last year a 16th century glass furnace site was found in a 
copse which until recently was a part of Idehurst ; this furnace 
is almost certainly the one referred to in the will. 

We know that William Strudwick of Idehurst, presumably 
the son referred to above, died in 1574 leaving as heir a son 
William, then aged 10 years.! ‘This latter son William 
Strudwick married Anne Mille in 1591.2. In the Kirdford 
baptismal registers of 1595 and 1597 are found the children 
of William Strudwick, ‘‘ glassman,”’ his wife’s name is not 
given and so he cannot be definitely traced to Idehurst. The 
entry is interesting because, together with Henry Strudwick’s 
will, it shows that the family carried on glass-making during 
at least 40 years. 

The second William Strudwick of Idehurst appears in the 
tent rolls of the Manor of Pallingham in 1606 as holding of 
that manor, a meadow ‘‘ Gosemead,’’ Wisborough Green, into 
which parish part of Idehurst extended. ‘The court were 
directed to inquire whether he ‘did forfeit his estate by 
Killing Edward Hayward with a stone pott.” A stone pot 

(1) Sussex Record Soctety 14 
(2) Sussex Record Society 9 
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exactly describes the local glass crucibles. William’s guilt 
was evidently not proved because he continued to hold the 
meadow until his death in 1614.3 

The Strudwicks were the leading yeomen farmers in this 
district during the 100 years following this will, and we find 
them farming and frequently owning 21 Kirdford farms, about 
one quarter of the present total, and a number of farms in 
Wisborough Green also. As far as I know this will provides 
the only direct record of a native Sussex family owning and 
working a glass furnace ; it indicates one possible sideline for 
an enterprising farmer in NW. Sussex in Tudor times. 

The mention of Beech, no doubt for fuel, is I believe the 
only record of specific timber in the local glass industry. 
This is not the place to discuss whether wood billetts or charcoal 
were used for fuel, except to say that the evidence in favour 
of charcoal is abundant on the glass sites in the district. 
Mr. E. Straker, in “‘ Wealden Iron,’’ quotes Louden as saying 
that beech charcoal is about 10 per cent. better than that of 
oak, ash or hornbeam. Possibly Henry Strudwick was of the 
same opinion. 

Croftes, which is mentioned in the will, was a neighbouring 
small farm, 700 yds. N. of Idehurst glass furnace, it is the site 
of a Tudor or Stuart iron forge. Since soon after 1830, when the 
three Idehurst farms were sold, it has formed part of Barkfold 
estate and appears as Barkfold forge in ‘‘ Wealden Iron,” 
where Mr. Straker says that we have no record of it or of 
Barkfold iron furnace. There was a Henry Strudwick at 
Barkfold in 1631.4 Croftes forge does not appear in the 1574 
lists5 so that it is very unlikely to have been working before 
that date, and as the Strudwicks continued at Idehurst until 
the 18th century, they must have been interested to some 
extent in the iron industry in addition to glass-making. 

There is some less direct evidence of the family’s connection 
with the glass industry. Fifteen of the 21 Strudwick farms 
during the period 1557-1657 fall naturally into four 300 or 
400 acre groups of adjacent farms. They are (1) Idehurst, 
(2) Hills Green with Beale House, (3) Crouchland, (4) 
Marshalls with Gownfold. Outside these four groups is one 
large farm, Frithfold, which together with Marshalls was 
settled on his son Henry by William Strudwick of Hills Green 
in 1622,6 on the occasion of his marriage. 

(3) Lord Leconfield’s MSS. 

(4) Sussex Record Society 19. 

(5) See ‘‘ Wealden Iron.”’ 

(6) Frithfold deeds Lord Leconfield’s MSS 
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It can hardly be a coincidence that on Idehurst, Frithfold 
and Marshalls are the sites of the only three glass furnaces 
so far known in Kirdford that were from their glass evidence, 
working into the latter part of the 16th century. ‘There are 
glass furnaces on Crouchland and close to Hills Green (500 yds. 
NE.), but from glass evidence both appear to belong to the 
early 16th century and the family’s connection with the farms 
so far traced does not begin until 16167 and 15788 respectively. 

When Idehurst glass furnace was found (1938) I noted 
down that its glass was very similar to that of Frithfold 
(found 1937), both produced some barilla soda glass and so 
were working after 1567.9 We cannot say for certain, but it 
looks very much as if Frithfold was another Strudwick glass 
furnace. It was situated only 120 yds. from the north bank 
of Wassell millpond and may have been working in 1579 
when Wassell Hammer (iron forge) is mentioned in the will 
of Thomas Smith of Petworth,!® who already in 1574 set up 
a furnace in the parish at Shillinglee. '! 

This is the only instance I know of the iron and glass 
industries in very close proximity of distance and time. 
William Strudwick ‘‘ glassman ”’ 1597, Thomas Smith’s iron 
furnace 1574, these two records plainly show that the glass 
and iron industries overlapped here for at least 23 years. 

The Marshalls glass furnace product is later and of 
better quality than the Idehurst Frithfold glass. There is 
only one other name in the parish registers relating to glass, 
that of Mr. Berry, glassmaker, stranger in 1589, who from 
other evidence was probably a Frenchman; it is possible 
that he worked Marshalls furnace as a tenant of a Strudwick. 

The Kirdford Strudwicks held more than a local position, 
for example, William Strudwick of Hills Green was in 1626 
appointed ‘‘ The Captayne of the Pyoneers’”’ for the Rape of 
Arundel,!? and Henry Strudwick (probably of Idehurst)!5 of 
Kirdford, is in the 1673 list of Sussex Nobility and Gentry.'4 

By 1700 most of the family had left this parish, but in 
1735 there was still a John Strudwick at Idehurst,!5 with which 
farm the family continued to be connected, latterly by marriage 
only, for another century. 

(7) Sussex Record Society 14 

(8) Kirdford parish registers. 

(9) See Mr. S. E. Winbolt’s ‘‘ Wealden Glass.”’ 

(10) Noted by Mr. W. D. Peckham, per Mr. E. Straker, 

(11) ‘* Wealden Iron.” 

(12) S.A.C. 40. 

(13) See parish registers. 

(14) S.A.C. 32. 

(15) See parish registers. 
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THE CHURCHWARDENS ACCOUNTS OF WEST 
TARRING. 
Contributed by THE REV. W. J. PRESSEY, F.S.A. 


(continued from p. 136). 
Fol. 18. 


The xxvjth daye of Aprill Ano’ Dni’ 1587 was cosen churche 
wardens for the churche of Tarring Thomas Selden, & 
Richard Stamer & they receved in the churche boxe 











a vijs viijd 
(Herve three lines have been crossed out) 
Recets 
Itm Recevid of Edmon Esten for our ladayis Rent — Viijs 
Recevid of water mr apslys man for clarks wages ——— ijs 
Itm Recevid of Edmon’ Esen for the Rent 
At the feast of Saynt Michill ———— viljs 


Then Recevid of John Parson for rent ——-——-_—-—— vjs 
Recevid of Mr. tweed for the buryall in the church — vjs v iijd 
Recevid of Edmon Esone for Rent —-—- —--— vii} 
Recevid of Willyam Washar ijs 
Rs of John Pson for o’r Lady dayes rent —-—_———— iiijs 
(Herve a line is crossed out). 
Som liijs vjd 











Fol. 18a. 
(This folto is blank). 
Fol. 19. 
PAYMENTS 1587 
Itm payed unto Thomas Felde ~ vjd 
Itm to tow hundrid of nayalls payd unto Thomas lukers — xd 
Itm unto Thomas lukers for on hundred of nayals —— viijd 


(On the margin and referring to all these entries) 
for ye reperations of ye stepell 


Itm for halff a hundred of nayeles ———-—__-——-— iiijd 
Itm more for nayals one hundred ———----—---_ viijd 
Itm one hundred of nayalles ——————_-—_-----_ vj 
Itm for halff a hundred of nayells ——_——-—- —— itijd 
Itm for one hundred of nayelles ——_—_—- — vjd 


Itm for our Chardges At the Visitasione the Second & ; therd 








daye of maye vijs vijd 
Itm payed unto the Somner at Chichister— —_————— iiijd 
Itm payed unto Thomas lukers for nayals —--——--——— ijd 
Itm more for nayells ————___________ iiijd 
Itm payed unto Thomas Felde & his w cnciaanin for mending 
of the stepell _ ——_—__—— vjs 


Itm mor payed unto thomas ffeld for wook 





——_——_ vjs 
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Itm payd to one that had the Quenes brod 
seall that did gather for the bulding of a 
Church 

Itm the xxviijth daye of maye for the 
quarter bill 

for sending of the byll 











Itm for the quarter byll at midsomer ————----— ilijd 
Itm for sending of the byll ie 
Itm for the Quarter bill payd — iiijd 


Itm payed for the caring of that byll 
Itm payed unto the glaasur for mending of the west window 











——— xvs 
Itm for mending of the bell at the Corination one dayes 

wook —— A - xijd 
Item for nayells that tim ——— vjd 
Itm for making of one bell rope at that time —-—-———— iijd 
Itm payed unto goodman Grave for two yeards of whit 

cersye for edward stacy — iiijs vjd 





(In one or two places on this folio, the edges ave defective, and the 
amounts ave missing). 


Fol. 19, line 20.—This entry, which indicates that a Brief had been 
issued by royal authority, may have reference to the town of 
Nantwich (Cheshire) which had suffered severely from a fire in 
March, 1584, which caused damage to the extent of over £30,000. 





A ROMAN COIN HOARD FROM NEWHAVEN, SUSSEX, 


The Victoria County History for Sussex, Vol. iii, p.6r1, 
s.v. Newhaven, states that in 1920 two hoards of Roman coins 
were found at Newhaven. ‘The first, a large hoard, was dug 
up just west of St. Michael’s Church, or, according to the 
Sussex Archeological Collections,' near the fort at Newhaven, 
and was contained in a pot of coarse earthenware. The coins 
were dispersed but 73 were recovered and proved to range 
from Gallienus to Tetricus II.!_ The second hoard is described 
in the Victoria County History as follows :—‘‘ On the south 
part of the Island, a small hoard (perhaps part of a larger 
one) of 28 coins, Gallienus to Probus (276-282)—3rd brass 
and base denarii. (Inf. H.S. Toms; coins in Brighton 
Museum).”’ 

In September, 1938, Mr. Toms, Keeper of Brighton 
Museum, kindly permitted me to examine these coins. 
According to the Museum records they were ‘‘ found when 
digging a well on the Island, Newhaven, Sussex, autumn 


(1) S.A.C. lxii (1921), p.201. 
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1920’ and were purchased for the Museum in the same year. 
The coins are all antoniniani, not ‘‘ base denarii,” of fairly 
large size, in three cases with the silver wash remaining. 
They are distributed as follows :— 
Gallienus (joint reign) 2 M.&S.45 (silver washintact), 368. 
Slightly worn. 
Valerian II 1 M. & S. g (silver wash intact), 
Slightly worn. 
Gallienus (sole reign) 5 M. & S. 181 (+), 207, 277 
297 (*!-), 484 (). 
wr" ——fairly worn. 
Salonina 1 M.&S.6 
Slightly worn. 
Postumus 


3 M.&S. 289, 315, 316. 
Slightly—fairly worn. 
Victorinus 5 M. & S. 113, 114 (2, *), 
178 (2, SI"). 
Very slightly—slightly worn. 
Claudius II ' § +\%M.&S. 18, 56 (2, one with ), 
66, 109. 


Slightly—fairly worn. 
Claudius II (deified) 1 M.&S&. 261. 
Fairly worn. 
M. & S. 248, 270. 
Slightly—fairly worn. 


Tetricus I] 


nN 


Aurelian 1 M.&S. 215 (4, traces of silver 
wash). 
Unworn. 
Tacitus 1 M.&S&. 69. 
Unworn. 
Probus 1 M.&S&. 52 ( ! ). 


Unworm 

One is inclined to suspect that these 28 antoniniani, said 
to have been found in the autumn of 1920, are strays from 
the large hoard which was dug up and dispersed in the early 
summer of that year,? and that the latter, when intact, 
extended to Probus or later. The findspots, however, if 
correctly recorded, are not precisely identical, nor is it 
inconceivable that two or even more hoards of about the 
same date should be found at the same place.‘ 


(2) References are to Mattingly and Sydenham, Roman Impenal 
Cotnage, Vols. V, i (1927) and ii (1933). 

(3) S.A.C. lxii (1921), p.201. 

(4) See, for example, Eastbourne below 
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If it be assumed that the 28 antoniniani now examined 
form the whole or a representative section of a hoard, the 
hoard must have been lost in or shortly after the reign of 
Probus (A.D. 276-282) since the coins struck by him and his 
immediate predecessors are unworn. Such hoards, made up 
of antoniniani ranging from Valerian or Gallienus to Probus 
or thereabouts are fairly common in Britain. In Sussex itself, 
for example, two such hoards, ending with Probus, have been 
found at Eastbourne,* while three other incompletely examined 
finds from Coldwaltham,* near Eastbourne,? and near 
Rottingdean® are probably of a similar date. These and 
other hoards of c. 273-287 A.D. were doubtless lost as a result 
of raids by the Saxon pirates. 

ANNE S. ROBERTSON. 
Glasgow University 





AN INQUEST AT RYE IN 1581. 
(concluded from p. 145). 

We present A Frenche man dwelling in Mr. Spelsteds 
tenement in the Lower streat for making a fier 
against a waule joynyng to Skynner indangeryng 
the howse therby if no redresse be had. 

We present John Hammon, carpenter For incroching of the 


John Sole and townes ground at ther 
William French dwelling howses. 

We present Nycholas Fowler, before Widow For not 
Wilsons dore. paving before 


Mr. Brusted, before Watts dore. the dores. 
Robert Seeley, before his gate. 

Mr. Oxenbridge, before the Friers. 
Mr. Yonge, before Cardy. 
Alexander Sheppart, before Mr. 
Colburne. 

Mr. Eston, from Fishers to Owens. 
Mr. Wharetield, before Mr. Appletons. 
William Berd, in the Lower Street. 
Thomas Snoden. 

Nycholas Fowler, Murdocke and 


(5) S.A.C. xliv (1901), p.1, and lviii (1916), p. 193. 

(6) S.A.C. xi (1859), p.137 and V.C.H. Sussex, Vol. iii, pp.53 

and 64. 

(7) S.A 
Vy 


. Xxxi (1881), p.201 and xliv (1901), p.3 
(8) 


€ 
C.H. Sussex, Vol. iii, p.64 
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Robert Caule before Chiswell. 
Wydow Paplin. 

Nycholas Whit, before Upjohn. 
Mrs. Chatefield, before Douce. 
Nycholas Fowler, before his howse. 
John Cheston, before his howse. 
Old John Smyth, before his 
tenement, that he dwelleth in. 
William Hurleston, for not paving 
before his pale in Watchbell Strete. 
Mr. Betts, in the Lower Street. 
Mr. Beveridge, before Okeman. 
Wydow Higgens, in the Lower Stret. 
Gilford of Sennocke, in the Low 
Stret. 

Rychard Swan. 

Thomas Burchet. 

Rychard Bell. 

The heires of Horwood. 

Mr. Colburne, in the Midle Stiet. 
John Mercer, before Peter Wells. 
Mr. Chatsfield, along the crose lane. 
Paule Wyman. 

Wydow Mychael, before hir dore. 
Robert Swayn. 

William Mylway, in the Lower 
Strete. 

Mrs. Sheppart of Tenterden. 
John Sprowse, against Bennet. 
John Sharp, in the trippit, before 
his tenement. 

Mr. Beveridge, before his pales in 
Watchbell Strete. 

Father Edmund, by the Watchbell. 
The heires of Old Whit. 
Robert Castleden, for not paving 
before his tenement in Mr. Marchs 
strete, joynyng to the Lower 
Strete. 

We present Peter Cunnyard, a french currier, for byinge of 
lether and not registring the same, so that the 
towne loosith the dewtys therby. 

We present William Thorpe. For using trades the 
Robert Castleden which the were not 
Rychard Netter prentys unto. 








We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 


We present 
We present 


We present 
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John Wolfe 

Anthony Bonyface 

Thomas Fisher 

Thomas Radford 

Anthony Cocke For tetaylinge of 
Robert Wood (deleted) canvas. 

and Monnsiur Vackemort 

Francis Tresonere, for selling of divers 
commodities not incident to his occupacion. 


Thomas Mathew For selling of bere not 
Anthony Baxted licensed nether have 
Thomas Basden put in bonds. 


Wydow James 

Christofor Cawle 

Symon Vale 

Goodwife Nindle 
Midletons wife 

Dynes widow 

Sara Seeley and 10 others. 


Josephe Okeman An ale pinte of bere 
John Hammon, carpenter for a penny 

Christofor Scot For selling of beere by 
Francis Christmas ston pots not mesure 


John Bridkirke 
Robert Pigot 
Peter Wells 
Robert Clare and 
Thomas Watts 


John Convers, for selling ale a pinte for a penny 


James Mynag French typlers not 

Francis Colshan lycenced to our 
knoledg 

John Barnet, in the Wish For ther fish maunds 

Thomas Mychael because the are not 

William Hurleston mesure. 


George Frisell 
Thomas Marshall 
Robert Swann 
James Typ 
Thomas Olyver 
John Bull 
James Almon 
Wydow Stride 
Henry Gray 
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We present 


We present 
these bakers. 
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William Price For making Maundes 
Thomas Martyn for the fishermen not 
measure. 


Roger Gilford, browne bred a Because ther 
two penny loffe waied xlionzes bred did _ not 


a penny whit lofe xionzes hold weight. 
Turner 

Two penny brown 

lofe xli onzes 

A penny whit loffe xi onzes 

Gillam 

A penny white lofe x onzes 

Cardy 

Two penny browne 

bred xliii onz. 


Symon Arres 

Two penny brown 

bred xlii onz. 
James Miller 

Two browne bred xxxvii onz. 
A penny creble lofe xvi onz. 
George Evans 

Two penny browne 


bred XXXix Onz. 
Mr. Hiblethayt 
A penny whit lofe xi onz. 


William Clark 
A penny creble lofe xvii onzes 


The assize of bred gevon unto us by the Clarke of the 
Market the 8 of December here followeth 


We present 


We present 


Whit bred a penny lofe — onzes — xii 
Creble bred a penny lofe — onzes — xviii 
Brown bred a twopenny lofe — onzes — xlv 
William Wright, for selling flesh with weights 
made of stones, and for a nayle weight which 
wanted half a Ib. 


DECEMBER THE I0 All these for wering 
George Emery, taylor hatts on sondays and 
Allen Greble holydays. 


Hurleston, sadlor (mort) 
Swallow the ferryman 
Samuel Arres 

John Parmyniam 
Thomas Parmyniam 
Thomas Andro 








We present 


We present 


Sussex Notes and Queries 181 


Browne the vit’ 
Chisewell, fisherman 
Mr. Marshall 


Mr. Keeling 

Christofor Chauntlor 

(DECEMBER THE I0) (All these for wering 
James Muncke hatts on sondays and 
Mr. Ruck holydays) 


Nycholas Fowler 

Brooke the taylor 

John Allen, goldsmyth 

Rychard Owen 

Andro Hasting, miller 

Robert Bennet 

Henry Godsmarke 

Rychard Butler 

Cuthbert Carr 

Water Smyth, saylor 

Androw Ramsey 

Osmund Mabb and 17 others. 
DECEMBER I7 

Robert Swayn 

Robert Browne 

Rychard Yles 

John Gilman 

John Staynor 

Thomas Edwards 

John Roberts 

John Woal, saylor 

Rychard Hawle 

Jon a saylor 

John Durket 

George Bagwell 

James Tye 

John Merton 

John Bet 

Stevon Hounson 

Ivy the smyth 

Thomas Hiblethait and 3 others. 
Boniface Hunnyngs, for abusing the Quest in 
going to vew his chymney 

John Swan, for abusing the forman at the 
strand for commandinge him to go to church at 
morning prayer the of December. 
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SUSSEX ARCHASOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

I.—The Annual Meeting of the Society was held (by the 
courtesy of the Mayor) in the Town Hall, Lewes. In the 
absence of the Bishop of Chichester (President), the Bishop 
of Lewes (Vice-President) took the chair. 

The adoption of the Annual Report was moved by the 
Chairman of the Council, Brig.-Gen. E. G. Godfrey-Faussett, 
He said that nothing in the Report called for much comment, 
but he would like to draw attention to the statement that a 
new room had been built out in the yard of Barbican House 
to increase the Museum accommodation. 

The adoption of the Statement of the Receipts and 
Expenditure of the Society was moved by the Hon. Financial 
Secretary (Mr. F. Bentham Stevens) and carried, after various 
questions relating to the items and place of printing had been 
answered. 

The Chairman drew attention to the work of the “ Friends 
of Chichester Cathedral,’’ and urged those present to join them. 


Papers relating to this Society had been distributed giving - 


information on the subject. 

Sir Arthur S. Woodward, LL.D., F.R.S., was elected 
President for the ensuing year and then took the Chair. He 
thanked the members for the honour they had done him, and 
then went on to say that watchfulness was one of the most 
important points in Archeology. He complimented the 
Society on being always on the look-out for fresh discoveries. 
He referred to the work done at Barbican House, where there 
was also the valuable Library which was of great use to 
members. He said how much the Society was indebted to 
Miss M. S. Holgate for her work as editor of Sussex Notes 
and Queries. He also complimented the Society on the way 
the excursions during the summer were arranged. 

A vote of thanks to the Bishop of Chichester for all the 
interest he had taken in the work of the Society during the 
two years he had been President was proposed by Mr. L. F. 
Salzman and carried. 

The other officers nominated by the Council were re-elected 
and also (there being no other nominations) the retiring 
members of the Council. 

The arrangements for the Summer and Local Meetings were 
approved and notice given of the alteration of the May 
Meeting to 10 May. 

The Meeting concluded with the reading of Reports which 
had been received from the Local Secretaries, 
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Many of those present were much interested in an illustrated 
account of Lindfield High Street which had been prepared to 
commemorate the Coronation, which was on view. Mrs. T. 
Helme had collected many facts of interest concerning the 
houses in the street, giving the names of the owners and 
present occupiers and other details. Miss Smilton had made 
most charming water colour sketches of many of them and 
Miss Helena Hall had written the descriptions in very beautiful 
script. The whole is framed and is hung in King Edward 
Hall, Lindfield. 

At the conclusion of the Meeting the Bishop of Lewes 
proposed a vote of thanks to all the officers of the Society 
and Miss Holgate for their work in the past vear, and Mr. 
Salzman returned thanks on their behalf. 

The afternoon meeting consisted of a lantern lecture by 
Rev. W. Budgen, F.S.A., on “ History from a Muniment 
Room” which is reproduced on p.163, followed by Mr. 
I. D. Margary, F.S.A., who gave an account of the 
evidence for the survival of an area of Roman land 
measurement at Ripe, illustrated by lantern slides showing 
maps and diagrams. He explained that there was a strikingly 
rectangular area of lanes and hedgerows at Ripe, which was 
unusual in the district and was apparently the result of 
deliberate planning in a limited area. Two of the north-south 
lines of road connected it with admitted Roman roads on and 
near the Downs at Alciston and Firle, and Roman pottery 
had been found in the area. Though the lanes showed 
evidence of a straight origin, it had not been possible to prove 
Roman metalling in them, and this had led him to try Roman 
land measures on the area. The result had been to show 
clearly that all the lanes and major lines of field boundaries 
were closely connected with measurements in Roman actus 
(=120 R. feet, or 116.05 Eng. feet), the north-south lines 
coming at such intervals as 0, 10, 15, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 
80 and 100 actus with east-west lines at 5, 10, 15, 21 and 31 
actus north of the main Ripe-Chalvington ridge road as base, 
and at 6, 12, 18 and 24 actus south of it. He explained that 
the normal method of Roman land surveying was to lay out 
centuriz vf 20 x 20 actus in the freehold tax-free colony areas, 
but that State-owned land subject to tax was usually laid out 
in rectangles of 20 x 21 or 20 X 24 actus, so that it appeared 
we had some of these latter at Ripe. To meet the obvious 
objections that such field boundaries must have been formed 
in comparatively recent times, or might even be the result 
of modern inclosure schemes, he showed part of a map of the 
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Manor of Laughton which proved that a very detailed 
patchwork of various manors had covered the area, so that 
a very large proportion of the field boundaries were manorial 
bounds and were thus of ancient origin, at least back to the 
Norman period, as was also shown by a similar patchwork of 
plots held by the old feudal tenure of copyhold. Minor 
place-names mentioned in the Hundred Court rolls also 
indicated the existence of lanes, fields and ditches in the area 
back to the 14th century in much the same degree of detail 
apparently, as they are now. Finally, he showed examples 
of the known Roman centurial areas in Italy which are 
strikingly similar to the layout of the Ripe area. 


II.—Locat MEETINGS, 1939.—A Series of Local Meetings, 
to be held during the summer months, is being arranged, when 
it is hoped to visit various places of interest in Sussex, including 
the following :— 

Saturday, April 15th—The Church of St. Mary, Hartfield, 
and, at the invitation of Mr. I. D. Margary, F.S.A., the 
Roman Road near Holtye Common. 

Wednesday, May =t10th.—Swanborough Manor (by 
permission of Mr. and Mrs. C. A. H. Harrison) and the 
Churches of St. Pancras, Kingston, and St. Nicholas, 
Iford. 

Wednesday, June 14th.—Pulborough : The Church of Our 
Lady of the Assumption ; Old Cottage (by permission 
of Mrs. M. Scriven) ; Stane Street, &c. 

Saturday, July 22nd.—Pagham Harbour: The Church of 
St. Thomas-a-Becket, Pagham ; Nyetimber Chapel. 

Saturday, September 9th.—Warbleton : The Church of St. 
Mary and (by permission of Mr. T. A. Taylor) Warbleton 
Priory. 

The Meetings usually begin about 2.30 p.m. 

The dates and places must be regarded at present as 

provisional, but every effort will be made to adhere to them. 

In some cases it may be necessary to limit the numbers 
attending. 

Members wishing to take part in any particular Local 
Meeting should apply to the Assistant Secretary, Barbican 
House, Lewes, three weeks before the date given for detailed 
programme, and one week beforehand for tickets. 

Members desiring to receive detailed programmes of all 
Meetings can do so provided they notify the Assistant 
Secretary, Barbican House, Lewes, 
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I11.—SuMMER MEETING.—Subject to the approval of the 
Annual General Meeting, provisional arrangements have been 
made to hold the Summer Meeting in the Warnham district 
on Monday, 21st August, 1939. Further particulars will be 
announced later. 

Members are reminded that the various properties vested 
in and managed by the Sussex Archeological Trust are always 
open free to Members of the Sussex Archeological Society, 
namely, Lewes Castle ; Anne of Cleves House, Lewes; Bull 
House, Lewes ; Legh Manor, Cuckfield ; Wilmington Priory ; 
and Priest House, West Hoathly. 


1V.—Reports from local Secretaries were read which may 
be summarised as follows : 
Battle. Mr. Hugh Whistler. 

The pylons on the main Hastings-Littlewood line were to 
be removed half-a-mile further away from Bodiam Castle, 
thanks to the strenuous efforts of the local committee and 
the Battle R.D. Council. They found the officials of the 
Central Electricity Board very helpful. 

Chichester. Mr. W. L,. White. 

The site of the Roman amphitheatre, owing to want of 
means of preservation, will shortly be built over and the 
evidence of the existence of a most interesting period of 
Chichester’s history obliterated. 

A short while ago a stretch of some fifty feet of the wall 
on the west side of the site of the North Gate fell down. It 
should be recorded that from the lowest portion of the wall 
anumber of Romano-British pottery shards (including some 
Samian ware) were recovered and are now in Mr. White's 
possession. On further investigation these shards may throw 
some light upon the date of that portion of the wall from 
which they are recovered. 

The Corporation Mason who is reconstructing the wall (and 
who saved the shards) states in his opinion there was every 
evidence that that portion of the wall was twice added to 
alter the lower portion containing the shards had been 
constructed. 

Lastbourne District Report. Rev.W. Budgenand Mr. J.V.Gray. 

PEVENSEY CAstLE.—In the Summer of last year the Ottice 
of Works excavated the ditch outside the SW. corner of the 
Roman Wall, and the contour has been preserved and the 
banks have been turfed. An interesting feature is a rough 
causeway consisting of stones from the ruined guard chambers 
at the west gate. 
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Our member, Mr. Burton, has obtained a quantity of pieces 
of medizval pottery from the excavations for the Government 
wireless installation at Church Acre Drove, Pevensey. The 
pottery is in the custody of the Society. 


Last Grinstead. Mr. I. D. Margary. 

There has been much activity in the restoration of the old 
timbered houses on the S. side of East Grinstead High Street 
during the year. That adjoining Sackville House on the west 
was completely gutted and reconditioned, disclosing the former 
existence of an outside wall on its eastern side, thus proving 
that it must have stood isolated before Sackville House was 
built. It is hoped that an article on this interesting row of 
houses will shortly be available for the Collections. Farther 
west, No. 28 is being reconditioned by Messrs. ‘Tyler, and 
timbering has been found of 15th century date. ‘The old 
Judges’ Lodgings at the W. end of the street are also 
undergoing complete reconditioning. Only Wilmington 
House now stands derelict and in need of similar kindly 
treatment, which it is to be hoped will be forthcoming before 
it is too late. 


Another iron bloomery site, at Standen in the valley of the 
Medway between the other Roman bloomeries at Walesbeech 
and Ridge Hill, was excavated by Mr. R. T. Mason, and 
Roman pottery was found, though in such small scraps that 
only one piece, of pure Samian ware, was datable as possibly 
second century. The find is of interest as showing that a 
group of bloomeries was working in the area in Roman times, 


Part of the London-Lewes Roman road at Holtye has been 
completely excavated for a length of 100 yds., at a point 
where it was made of iron cinder which had rusted into a 
hard concrete mass and was very perfectly preserved. It is 
hoped that part of this will be left on permanent exhibition 
and is to be handed over the Trust. 


Horsham. Mr. S. E. Winbolt. 

ANOTHER WISBORO’ GREEN GLASS FURNACE.—In February, 
1939, ploughing revealed remains of another 16th century 
glass furnace at Brookland Farm, Wisboro’ Green. It is about 
100 ft. from that found in 1938 when a huge elm tree was 
uprooted. The glass débris indicates a date of c. 1575. Blue 
vessel glass was found, and a small square unguent bottle, 
probably the only whole vessel ever salved from a 
Surrey-Sussex glasshouse. It is now in Haslemere museum. 
This is the forty-first furnace site recorded. 
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Hove District. Dr. Eliot Curwen. 

A small hoard of late 3rd century bronze radiate coins 
was recently discovered during the digging of a water-main 
trench in a new road (Woodland Avenue) on the northern 
edge of Hove, on the brow to the west of Three Corner Copse. 
The coins, which were contained in the lower part of an 
earthenware pot, are undergoing detailed examination at the 
British Museum, and it is hoped that a full report will be 
available in due course. 

In or about the same spot were also found a few shards 
of 1st, 2nd and 3rd century pottery, and at a point about 
50 yds. further north two filled-in pits were discovered, from 
one of which came portions of three or four Iron age vessels, 
ranging from the 5th to the Ist centuries B.C. No other 
evidence of occupation has been reported in the immediate 
neighbourhood. 

Lindfield. Mrs. Helme. 

Small alterations being made in various old houses in the 
High Street. Much is being done to the old Tiger Inn, now 
the Church House, and when completed Mr. Frazer, who is 
in charge, will write a description. Meanwhile the house is 
well worth a visit. 

Seaford. Mr. J. E. Taylor. 

Work on Seaford Church has been in progress under the 
direction of Mr. W. H. Godfrey, F.S.A. 

The modern buttressing at the W. end has been removed. 
The aisles are being re-roofed and there is more to follow. 
Worthing. Miss Snewin. 

The cottage known as Lacies at Salvington, in which the 
famous jurist, John Selden, was born in 1584, has been 
given to the Worthing Corporation free of cost by its former 
owner, Mr. A. W. Oke, F.S.A., a member of the Sussex 
Archeological Society. 

Certain necessary repairs are to be effected by the 
Corporation for the preservation of the property. 

V.—The first local meeting of the year was held at Hartfield 
and Holtye on Saturday, 15th April. Notwithstanding the 
fact that the date was somewhat earlier than usual and before 
the commencement of Summer ‘Time, there was a large 
attendance. ‘The weather was dry although the wind was 
cold and heavy clouds threatened rain. 

At Hartfield Church the party was welcomed by the Rector, 
the Rev. Hugh A. James, and a description of the Church 
was given by Mr. W. H. Godfrey, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. He 
pointed out that the chancel arch, which must at one time 
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have existed, had disappeared and that the very fine roofs 
were not contemporary with the main structure, there 
being evidence of an older and steeper roof. He was inclined 
to think that there must have been a fire about the year 
1500 which would account for the rebuilt portions of the 
medieval fabric. 

From the Church the party proceeded to Holtye Common 
and were led by Mr. I. D. Margary, F.S.A., to the long stretch 
of Roman road which he discovered several years ago, and 
has now purchased and uncovered. Mr. Margary gave a most 
interesting talk on the road and the visitors had the unique 
experience of standing on the hard metalled surface of a road 
laid down nearly two thousand years ago. Mr. Stevens, on 
behalf of those present and of the Society, as a whole, thanked 
Mr. Margary for all he had done in discovering the road and 
his offer to vest the land in the Sussex Archeological ‘Trust. 
A portion of the road will have to be covered in, but it is 
hoped to keep a substantial length open to vision, and it will 
form one of the most interesting of the Society’s long list of 
antiquities. Photos of parts of the road can be obtained by 
members from Mr. H. Connell, The Studio, East Grinstead. 

After tea some of the party walked down to the old Furnace 
Pond on the Sussex and Kent boundary. Most of the buildings 
seem to have been on the Kent side of the stream. ‘The scenery 
is most beautiful, and those who made the effort were most 
grateful to Mr. Margary for introducing them to so pleasant 
and charming a corner of Sussex. 





SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS. 
XLVIII.—S?T. MARY, HARTFIELD. 

The advowson of Hartfield Rectory was granted by William 
illiol to the Abbot of Grestain (represented by the Priory of 
Wilmington) in 1318.! The nave, from the evidence of its 
north wall, with its blocked lancet, apparently dates from the 
13th: century. In the following century the chancel was 
rebuilt in lengthened form, and a south aisle was built with 
an eastern chapel. ‘The tower with its lofty shingled brooch 
spire, has early 15th century windows, door, etc., but is of a 
character reminiscent of the 13th century. It is possibly a 
reconstruction or re-facing of an earlier structure. On its 
eastern face is the weather mould of a former nave roof of 
much steeper pitch than the present one, which (like the aisle 


(1) V.C.H. Sussex, Vol. 2, p. 123. 
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is a fine example of Tudor carpentry. 


It is probable 
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QUERIES. 


MUDGE.—I have recently found this word in the old 
Brede Poor Book under date 1764, viz. : 


“ Dr. to Caring of Loame and Mudge s. d. 
to the Poor House II 0 
Do. to Caring of Timber to the Poor House 2 9” 


On looking up “ Parish’s Dictionary of Sussex Dialect” | 
find the word MUDGELLY, which means “ broken, as stray 
is by being trodden by cattle.” 

Am I right in concluding that the word ‘ Mudge’ means 
‘chopped straw,’ which is sometimes mixed with loam to 
hold it together when used for building purposes ? 


Bred EDMUND AUSTEN 





REPLIES. 


TICEHURST.—Mr. Godfrey! raises a point of very great 
interest in drawing attention to the six-lobed emblem within a 
circle on the N. respond of the tower arch at Ticehurst Church 
of which an illustration is given. ‘The lobes are formed by 
six segments drawn from points on the circumference of the 
circle, all of them passing through its centre. 

I have noted the design, which A. W. Clapham proposes, 
I believe, to call the marigold pattern, on work of very 
different dates. 

I. On a Roman altar in the Royal (Society of Antiquaries) 
Museum of Antiquities, Queen Street, Edinburgh, 
dedicated to Mars and Victory by Rhaetians serving at 
Birrens in the 2nd cohort of the Tungrians. Each section 
of the surrounding circle, between the points of contact, 
is lobed. The device is repeated with a crescent between. 
On the corresponding horns of other altars are rosettes. 
On the 12th century S. doorway of Bromyard Church in 
Herefordshire. In this example there are small circles 
between the lobes. 
3. Ona rough square stoup of Celtic type in the parish church 
of Leamington (Spa), Warwickshire. The date is 


Nd 


doubtful. Between the lobes are tiny semi-circles 
extending inwards from the circumference of the large 
circle. 


4. Scratched and painted, not very neatly, on the north 
chancel wall at Cerne Abbas, Dorset. 
(1) S.N.Q. vii, 5, 156-8 
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5. Frequently repeated on old German gravestones in the 
yard of the Mennonite meeting house, dating from 1772, 
at Sandy Ridge, Doylestown, Pennsylvania. 

The device is evidently usual enough, and it is found all 
over Europe: these examples are taken at random from my 
archeological note books. Only of recent vears have I been 
specially on the look-out for the form. It is not easy to say 
whether originally this lobed circle had any special significance. 
My Mennonite friends denied that it had for them any symbolic 
meaning at all. Possibly in medieval days it influenced the 
form of the consecration cross,as Mr. Godfrey suggests. 

Most symbolism, whether Christian or otherwise, is mainly 
the result of imagination. Of the Pictish symbols it seems 
fairly safe to assume that the frequently repeated horse-shoe 
(a variety probably of the crescent, not originally connected 
with smithies) has possessed its present significance from 
immemorial days, but it was never adopted by the church. 

Even if the marigold was originally symbolic it probably 
lost this character in the course of the ages and became 
simply an ingenious device. The fact, however, that it is 
found in the rst century and then at intervals to the early 
part of the 19th suggests that it might well repay further 
study. Modifications in some form or other are common, ¢.g. 
on the fire-place in the tithe room of the Tiger at Lindfield. 

IAN C. HANNAH 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Roof-Tree. By James Kenward. Octavo, xxvi 4 
123 pp. Illustrated. 8s. 6d. Oxford University Press. 

It is dificult to know how far this book is meant to be taken 
seriously. The author, obviously poet and artist, has let his 
imagination riot on a tempting theme—the evolution of 
cottage building. As a fantasy it might be amusing reading, 
but the trouble is that some readers may regard its picturesque 
fables as representing truth, whereas they are mere excursions 
into what is probably a purely fictitious past. 

Man (a being undated and unplaced in history) is regarded 
as an arboreal creature, who from climbing trees and taking 
shelter therein evolves the timber framed cottage, with all 
its well-known medieval features. A purely arbitrary 
“evolution ’’ is assigned to roofs, doors, windows, stairs and 
the whole story is enshrouded in mists which wreathe in 
tantalising circles around nebulous theories of construction. 
The book is a nightmare to any serious student of building, 
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who is used to laying his foundations carefully before erecting 
thereon the fabric of his conclusions. 

It should not be necessary in these days to have to point 
out that the builders of the medizval period were not 
untutored savages, but were well versed in the art of building, 
which is a civilised art. We do not call ourselves uncivilised 
because we use step-ladders to our lofts, or gang-way planks 
studded with battens to board a ship. Many contrivances 
which we call primitive are merely effective economies where 
elaboration is not needed, and the skilful builder of a cathedral 
had no wish to go beyond his own simple requirements when 
raising a cottage for his own retirement. In nine cases out 
of ten the idea of organic ‘‘ evolution ’’ has no place in the arts, 
which are concerned with invention ad hoc, and generally 
have an intelligent purpose behind them. 

As regards the illustrations, the artist can obviously handle 
the human figure with dexterity, and the light and shadow 
of his interiors are pleasantly arranged. His exteriors, 
however, are too often caricatures of the Kentish cottages 
which they profess to portray—mere shadows on paper of 
what in reality are sturdy pieces of construction by men who 
knew all there was to know about good building. 

WALTER H. GODFREY, 


CORRECTION. 


S.N.Q. vi, p.245. The Note, ‘“‘A Brotherhood Hall in Hast 
Grinstead,’ contains an error in the last line of the page. 
The words “ late r4thor . . . ’’ should be deleted and “ 16th” 
substituted for ‘‘ 15th.’’ An effort was made to identify this 
hall with the messuage called The George which was part of 
the possessions of the local Fraternity of St. Catherine and 
St. George. Mr. Ernest Straker, F.S.A., has kindly pointed 
out that this cannot have been the George, which is plainly 
shewn in the Buckhurst Terrier Map of 1598 situated at the 
corner of Hermitage Lane. At the same time the Terrier 
records ' ‘‘ Laurence Browne ”’ as holding . . “‘ the tenement 
and two burgages covered with stone called horsham stone 
with a piece of arable land called the foure portland according 
to the custom of the town of East Grinstead, Ir. Also the 
Kitchen and barn covered with straw and one little cellat 
with the vault thereupon builded. .. .’’ Which might be 
assumed to be a fair description of the house in question at 
that time. R. T. MASON. 





(1) Sussex Record Society xxxix, p.57 








